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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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“WHY TALKEST 
THOU WITH HER?” 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells 
Associate Editor 


eo, 


Text: “And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he 
talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why 
talkest thou with her?” (John 4:27). - 


One of the most interesting 
scenes in the life of Christ is pre- 
sented in John four; there the 
writer tells us that Jesus “must 
needs go through Samaria.” Jour- 
neying along he came to a city 
“which is called Sychar,” and “be- 
ing wearied with His journey,” he 
sat down by Jacob’s well, which 
was located there; and while He 
was thus resting, there came a 
woman of Samaria to draw water. 
Jesus was alone, because His dis- 
ciples had already gone away into 
the city to buy meat. When Jesus 
saw the woman approaching the 
well, He spoke to her saying, “Give 
me to drink.” This was the begin- 


ning of a very earnest conversa-.|f 


tion in which Jesus told the wom- 
an about the living water that was 
not in the well, uncovered and 
exposed her terrible sin, and re- 
vealed Himself as the Messiah. 
After giving us the most interest- 
ing details of the Saviour’s per- 
sonal work with this woman, John 
tells of the reaction of His disciples 
upon their return when they saw 
Jesus thus seriously engaged in 
conversation with this wicked 
woman. They marvelled, and yet 
no man said, “What seekest thou? 
or, Why talkest thou with her?” 


While I was reading this fourth 
chapter of John one day, I asked 
the Lord to give me something 
special, something different, some- 
thing new from this passage I had 
read many, many times, and upon 
which I had preached on numer- 
ous occasions. As I was reading 
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along, it seemed that the words of 
this question almost leaped out of 
the text and hit me right between 
the eyes—“Why talkest thou with 
her?” I stopped my reading, and 
began to meditate on this question. 
It seemed that I had never no- 


~~ 


Dr. Robert J. Wells 


ticed these words before, or at 
least, I had given them little or 
no consideration. But as I medi- 


(Continued on page 6) 


The Unavoidable 


By Evangelist John Linton 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Christ 


“The same day at evening, when the doors were shut... 
came Jesus and stood in the midst.”—John 20:19. 


I want you to see an upstairs 
room in a house in the city of 
Jerusalem. It is the third day 
after the death of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. His disciples, trembling with 
fear of the Jews who had killed 
their Master, and might do the 
same with them, disturbed in 
mind over news of the empty 
grave, are secretly met in this 
room. They are talking in whis- 
pers lest any should discover their 
hiding place. The doors are safe- 
ly locked and securely barred. 


Suddenly they are conscious of 
a presence. There was no foot- 
step on the stair; no hand was 
heard trying the lock; yet some- 
thing, somebody is there. Then 
before the wondering eyes of the 
disciples the Lord Himself appears 
standing in the midst! The doors 
are still shut, the bars still intact 
and untouched, but locked doors 
cannot keep out the risen Son of 
God. Jesus passed through those 
doors as if they had never been, 
for “when the doors were shut, 
Jesus stood in the midst.” 

My message in a nutshell is this: 
Jesus Christ the crucified and 
risen Son of God still lives. And 
though men may try to shut and 
lock the door of mind and con- 
science against Him, nevertheless 
they cannot. For Jesus will come 
into their consciousness, will de- 
mand attention to His claims, and 
will compel every man to decide 


either for or against Him. Though 
the doors are shut, Jesus will 
stand in the midst. 


There are three propositions I 
will ask you to consider. First, 
Jesus Christ is a fact. Second, 
Jesus Christ is a unique fact. 
Third, Jesus Christ is an unavoid- 
able fact. 


Jesus Christ Is a Fact 


Jesus of Nazareth is a historic 
personality. Profane history tells 
us this, apart from the Bible. The 
existence of Christus in Roman 
history is a fact as well verified 
as the existence of Julius Caesar, 
Nero, or Constantine. 

The date on the coin in your 
pocket, or on the nickel you put 
in the plate, tells you Christ is a 
historic fact. Do you think the 
world’s calendar is based on the 
birthday of a Man who never 
lived? Who would say so? So 
far as I know, no enemy of Jesus 
Christ today would deny His 
existence. Jesus of Nazareth was 
born. He lived. He died. He 
was a historic personality. Jesus 
Christ is a fact. 


Jesus Christ Is a Unique Fact 


Christ is unique because of His 
claims. He claimed to be the Son 
of God, He claimed to be coequal 
with God, He claimed to be God. 
The Unitarians who deny this do 
not have a foot of ground to stand 


BLESSINGS THROUGH TROUBLE 
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“And Call Upon Me in the Day of Trouble and I Will Deliver Thée and Thou Shalt 


Glorify Me.”—Psa. 50:15. 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


(This article was run in the Sword of the Lord April 16, 
1937, and is repeated because it brought blessing to many.) 


Trouble is the common lot of 
mankind. We are told that “Man 
that is born of a woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble” (Job 
14:1). The author recently spent 
ten days of painful sickness in 
bed, and even yet has not fully 
regained his strength. But there 
were rich blessings in the painful 
chastening, ‘and with a prayerful 
heart we wish to acknowledge the 
wisdom and kindness of God in 
sometimes permitting suffering. 


Suffering, trouble, sickness, 
disappointment and sorrow are 
evidently the loving provision of 
an all-wise God for a sinning 
race. As soon as Adam and Eve 
had sinned, before driving them 
out from the garden of Eden, God 
gave them assurance that they 
faced a life of sorrow and trouble. 
“Unto the woman he said, I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and 
thy conception;! in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy hus- 
band, and he shall rule over thee” 
(Gen. 3: 16). God multiplied sor- 
row for woman. In sorrow wom- 
ankind is to bring forth children. 
In sorrow woman is to be subject 
to her husband. 


God has a holy and wise pur- 


pose in the pangs and sorrows of 
childbirth. Through suffering God 
often transforms a vain, idle 
and selfish woman into a mother. 
Through suffering, through an- 
xious weeks and months of wait- 
ing, love is born- for the unseen 
little one. I have seen many a 
mother weep with a broken heart 
over her baby who died the day 
it was born. With sinful women, 
a part of a sinning race, with de- 
ceitful hearts and _ rebellious, 
wicked natures, suffering is nec- 
essary. 

The whole problem of mother- 
hood is one of sacrifice. In one 
sense I suppose that it could be 
said to every mother as it was 
said to the mother of Jesus, “A 
sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also” (Luke 2:35). Self- 
sacrifice, vicarious suffering and 
then parting are the lot of every 
mother, 


Just as definitely sorrow and 
pain is the weight and burden of 
every man. God said to Adam, 

“Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life; Thorns 
also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field; In the sweat 


of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return into the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken; for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return” (Gen, 3:17-19). 

Hard labor, financial worry, the 
responsibility of a family, the 
problems of rent, food, clothes, 
discipline, these are intended to 
be the heritage of every man. 
God says that man is to eat his 
bread in sorrow from an accursed 
earth. 


Suffering, then, is the appoint- 
ed and necessary thing for a sin- 
ning race. But for the checks of 
suffering and hard labor and sick- 
ness, the human race would have 
long ago plunged headlong into 
Hell. It seems likely that the 
vigorous health and the long life 
of those who lived before the 
Flood, when Adam lived 930 years 
and Methuselah 969 yéars—that 
vigor and health must have been 
one of the reasons for the raging 
violence and wickedness that 
caused God to blot out all the race 
except Noah in the terrible flood. 
So “Man that is born of a woman 
is of few days, and full of trouble” 
(Job 14:1). It is the plan of God. 

God Permits His Choicest 
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suffering not only for 
sinnners nor on account of sin. A 
(Continued om page 4) 


Rev. John Linton 


upon. Jesus said, “I and my 
Father are one.” For any man to 
say He merely meant that He was 
one with His Father in aim and 
purpose is mere trifling. The Jews 
put Him to death, they said, “be- 
cause that thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God.” The Scrip- 
ture says so in John 10:33. 

But mark the unique element in 
this claim. He not only claimed 
to be God, He proved His claim! 
He sustained His claim to deity by 
miracles wrought sometimes be- 
fore thousands of people. He told 
His enemies they ought to believe 
for the very work’s sake. 

Now suppose someone stood up 
in Chicago or Washington or Lon- 
don and claimed to be God, who 
would believe it? But if that per- 
son could recover the sick and 
heal the blind and raise the dead, 
yes, and even rise from the dead 
himself, the world would be ready 


to consider his claim. This Jesus. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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The Editor's 


Notes 


Several things are on my heart 
that I want to mention to the tens 
of thousands of readers of The 
Sword of the Lord. 


1. Please pray for great revival 
campaigns coming. March 17-31 1 
will be engaged in a revival cam- 
paign in the new city auditorium 
of Miami, Florida, in a campaign 
sponsored by some forty churches 
of the Greater Miami Baptist As- 
sociation. Bill Mann has come all 
the way from California to help 
me set up and organize that cam- 
paign. We expect great blessings 
and covet your prayers. Then 
April 28-June 2 some two hundred 
churches of Chicago, plus Moody 
Bible Institute, Northern Baptist 
Seminary, Chicago Evangelistic 
Institute, Pacific Garden Mission, 
Chicago Christian Businessmen’s 
Committee, Chicago Youth for 
Christ, and many other Christian 
institutions, will combine in a 
city-wide evangelistic campaign 
in the Chicago Arena. Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., will preach the first 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Unavoidable Christ 


(Continued from page 1) 
tid. He claimed to be God, and 
by His wonder-works He proved 
& This is unique. 

And His claims had authority 
behind them. He spake as never 
man spake. That does not mean 
He was the most eloquent man 
ever heard. It means that when 
Jesus Christ spoke, He had the 
authority of the Godhead behind 
Him. His was the most authori- 
tative voice ever heard on this 
earth. His friends and enemies 
alike knew this. And we know it 
today. Here is a marvelous thing, 
that although nineteen hundred 
years have passed since He spoke, 
His words have not lost one iota 
ef their authority, and when He 
speaks today from the Word of 
God, the human heart recognizes 
this unique authority. 

How different from other teach- 
ers and moralizers. When you 
read the teachings of Plato or 
Socrates or Seneca or any other 
teacher of morals and ideals, you 
do not feel you have to decide for 
or against them. You do not feel 
you have made a great moral de- 
cision, eternal in it’s consequences 
for weal or for woe, when you 
decide either to accept or reject 
their teachings. You do not feel 
that Heaven or Hell depend on 
what you do with them. Of 
course not. Tiey were mere men, 
good men, wise men, but men and 
men only. Yet no honest man can 
hear or read the words of Jesus 
Christ and intelligently compre- 
hend His claims without being 
gripped by the compelling author- 
ity of them. 

Moreover if a man decides to 
reject the claims of Christ, it takes 
an effort to do so. That is why 
some men lock and bar the door 
of their consciousness to keep 
Christ out. It makes them un- 
comfortable and uneasy when 
Christ stands within the chamber 
eof their thoughts. But why? 
Other teachers do not trouble 
them this way. Why Christ? Be- 
cause Jesus Christ is not only a 
fact, He is a unique fact, unique 
both in His claims and in the di- 
vine authority attending those 
elaims. 

That brings me to a third propo- 
sition: 

Jesus Christ Is an 
Unavoidable Fact 

There are some men, I repeat, 
who have barred and locked the 
door of their minds against Jesus 
Christ. They do not want to think 
ef Him. They are not willing to 
acknowledge His claims and to 
yield Him the control of their 
lives. And because they feel con- 
victed in His presence, they de- 
cide to shut out all thought of 
Him. So they fill their minds and 
their time with other things, with 
business, with pleasure, with a 
barricade of a thousand and one 
worldly interests so that Christ 
eannot get at them. But one day 
when they think they are secure 
behind their barred doors, sudden- 
ly through some experience Christ 
stands before them—for “when 
the doors were shut ... came 
Jesus and stood in the midst.” 

The other night in a chur 
where I was preaching there was 
@uch a man. The Spirit of God 
wrought mightily in conviction, 
but this man was unwilling to face 
Jesus Christ. He rose up in the 
middle of the sermon and walked 
eut. What was he doing? Trying 
te shut Christ out. 

A ministerial friend of mine 
went to Toronto General Hospital 
to visit a dying man. He said 
@heerfully and kindly to him, “I 
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just came in to have a little chat 
with you.” The dying man an- 
swered, “All right, Mr. Brown, if 
you don’t talk religion.” What 
was he doing? Using his dying 
strength to shut Christ out. 

But listen, my friends, it can’t 
be done. Write that in your book, 
and let not man or devil erase it, 
it can’t be done. You may think 
you have shut Jesus out, you may 
have every door and entrance 
barred against Him, but Jesus is 
the inescapable, the inevitable, the 
unavoidable Christ — for “when 
the doors were shut ... came 
Jesus and stood in the midst.” 

Adam and Eve hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord 
amongst the trees of the garden, 
but God followed them to their 
hiding place, and they stood 
ashamed in His presence. 


Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the 
Lord, but the ship was never built 
that could smuggle a man out of 
God’s presence, and Jonah found 
himself face to face with God. 


The Psalmist had learned the 
lesson of my text when he said, 
“Whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there: if I make 
my bed in sheol, behold, thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, Even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand shall hold me.” 

The poet had this thought who 
wrote these words, 


Within thy circling power I stand, 
On every side I find thy hand. 

Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 
I am surrounded still with God. 


Sometimes Christ stands in the 
midst through adversity. Here is 
aman whose way God has pros- 
pered. He has made much money, 
but he has forgotten God. In love 
God pulls down everything about 
his head. I say, in love, for it is 
better to be poor and go to 
Heaven, than to be prosperous and 
go to Hell. Standing amid the 
ruins of his former prosperity, he 
sees how fleeting are earthly joys, 
and he is forced to think of God 
and eternity. Through adversity 
Christ has appeared and is stand- 
ing in the midst. 


Sometimes Christ enters through 
sickness. I knew a commercial 
traveler some years ago who was 
shutting Christ out. One day sick- 
ness laid him low. As he came to 
the gates of death, lo, Christ ap- 
peared and stood beside him. The 
man later said to me, “I have for- 
gotten God. If God spares me, I 


shall serve Him.” And God did. 
I baptized him. He became a 
faithful teacher in the Sunday 


School and an 
church. 


Sometimes Christ enters through 
the death of a loved one. I knew 
a young married man in a former 
pastorate who was a stubborn un- 
believer. His entire family were 
all saved people who prayed for 
him continually, but he had stern- 
ly forbidden them to speak to him 
about Christ. He had one only 


officer in the 


ch4 child, a sweet little girl of three. 


And one day God put His hand on 
that little life and took her to His 
Heavenly home. Now where our 
treasure is, there will our heart 
be also. Because this young father 
believed his child had gone to 
Heaven, he began to hope he 
might see her there again. He 
opened his heart to God and be- 
came an. earnest Christian. 


I seldom conduct a funeral 
without thinking of this text. I 
see men standing in the presence 
of death who for years have been 
shutting Christ out. They have 
banished from their minds the 


second-| thought of death, of Christ, and 
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of eternity. Then some ftiend, | 


some loved one dies, and decency 
compels them to attend the funer- 
al. And oh, how often I have seen 
unsaved men tremble in the cham- 
ber of death listening to a funeral 
sermon, because standing before 
them was the unavoidable Christ 
compelling them to think. 

No, my friend, unsaved, you 
cannot shut Jesus out of your 
thoughts. The door of your bed- 
chamber cannot keep Him out. 
He will stand before you in mo- 
ments of silence when none else 
is near. You may stop your ears 
to the voice of the preacher, but 
you cannot drown the still small 
voice of the unavoidable Christ 
who speaks to your inmost soul. 
You may dismiss the preacher’s 
invitation, but Jesus will walk 


with you down the street. He will 
follow you into your home. He 
will stand beside your bed. He 


will visit you in your dreams. On 
the morrow He will travel with 
you to your business. He will 
stand beside your bench or desk. 
He will show you His hands and 
feet, and He will call on you to 
decide for or against Him. 


Facing Christ every man is 
forced to make a choice. He may 
not wish to make it, but the choice 
is inevitable, inescapable. Pilate 
you remember tried to escape that 
choice just as someone reading 
this has tried to escape it. He de- 
livered Jesus and then washed his 
hands! He decided against Him 
but tried to deceive himself and 
others into thinking he had not 
done so. And, my friends, one of 
the greatest delusions abroad to- 
day is for a man to think it is pos- 
sible to be neutral in the presence 
of Jesus Christ. I go to a man 
and I say, “Friend, will you go to 
Heaven when you die?” He an- 
swers, “No, I hardly think so.” 
I say, “Will you go to Hell if you 
die?”’ and he answers, “No, I don’t 
think so.” He has never whole- 
heartedly joined himself to Christ 
and God’s people so he doesn’t 
think he is just fit to go to Heaven. 
But he has never outwardly op- 
posed God or God’s people so he 
doesn’t think he is bad enough to 
go to Hell. Oh, my friend, listen, 
you are bound either for one place 
or the other. “No man,” said 
Christ, “can serve two masters.” 
He said, “He that is not with me 
is against me.” He said also, “To 
whom ye yield yourselves servants 
to obey, his servants ye are.” 
Every man who reads this mes- 
sage is either serving the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, or he is 
serving the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Which is it? Neutrality in the 
presence of Christ is impossible. 
A man is one thing or the other, 
and to think differently is a delu- 
sion. If you are for Christ, you 
will accept Him as your Saviour. 
And if you do not accept Him, you 
reject Him. 

Dr. Mahood has pointed out that 
every man must do one of three 
things with Christ. Either com- 
pliment Him or crucify Him or 
accept Him. 

Some compliment Him. Many 
infidels have complimented Jesus 
Christ as the best man that ever 
lived. But you might as well cru- 
cify Him as compliment Him. He 
said, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” 

Some crucify Him. That’s what 
the multitude is doing today. 
Those who neglect Him are cruci- 
fying Him. 

Others accept Him. Which will 
you do today? God help you to 
do now what you will wish you 
had done when you stand before 
Him. 

And that brings me to another 
fact. Someone says, “I do not 
think your text applies to some 
people who have so long and so 
often shut Christ out that He has 
ceased to plead and strive with 
them. They do not come to church, 
they will not listen to preachers, 
they will not hear saved people 
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speak a word to them. God is not) 


‘n all their thoughts, and ‘seems 
0 have little chance of ever get- 
ting into their thoughts. What of 
them?” And I answer, “When 
the doors were shut ... came 
Jesus and stood in the midst.” 
Every one of them shall find him- 
self face to face with the un- 
avoidable Christ at the judgment 
throne of God. 


Oh He is the inescapable, in- 
evitable, unavoidable Christ. Men 
will find that closing their eyes in 
death does not get them out of 
God’s hands. Unsaved men will 
not come to church, they will not 
go near evangélistic meetings, but 
there is a meeting where every 
unbeliever will attend, where 
every infidel will be present. 
“Every one of us shall give ac- 
count of himself to God.” Every 
man who has tried to avoid Christ, 
and Christians, and radio preach- 
ing, and church services, that man 
will stand alone before the great 
white throne of God. He will not 
escape that meeting. He will have 
to stay until his case is all settled. 
He will have to listen to God then. 
He will have to face Christ then. 
The eyes of the assembled uni- 
verse will be centered upon him, 
the light from the throne will be 
turned full upon him, and when 
the sentence is pronounced, he 
will have to hear it. 


And then what? Then God will 
do for such men what they have 
long wanted—God will leave them 
alone. They have shut the door 
of mind and heart against Him. 
Very well, God will leave them 
shut up in their eternal prison 
house. What that means no 
tongue can tell. A man may re- 
ject Christ here, but he is not cut 
off from the blessings and mercies 
of God. Yonder, however, in the 
eternal world, the sinner unsaved 
shall be separated, not only from 
God, but from God’s people, from 
all light and mercy and truth. 


Oh what will it be with no 
Great Physician to heal, no blood 
to cleanse, no God to hear a peni- 
tent sinners cry—shut out from 
the viour who waited to save 
and shut in with the devil whom 
they ‘served instead? 


What if thine eye refuse to see, 
Thine ear of Heaven’s free 
mercy fail, 
And thou a willing captive be. 
Thyself thine own dark jail? 


O doom beyond the saddest guess, 
As the long years of God unroll; 

To make thy sordid sinfulness 
The prison of thy soul. 


We shape ourselves the joy or fear, 
Of which the future life is 
made, 
And fill our future atmosphere 
With sunshine or with shade. 


The tissue of the life to be, 

We weave with colors all our 

own. 

And in the field of destiny 

We reap as we have sown. 

Sid 

O, you unsaved men and wom- 
en who may read this message, 
God be merciful to you who will 
not have mercy on yourselves. Do 
you not see that life’s greatest 
folly is to shut Christ out of your 
heart? Do you not see that the 
sin you love will eventually de- 
stroy you? Do you not know that 
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to serve the devil now, is to. share 
uhe devil’s destiny? 


Jesus Christ has not yet left 
you. You know that. You wolld 
not be reading this if He had. . He 
is merciful and compassionate and 
stands ready to save you. Why 
not receive Him? Why not take 
Him now? Far better to meet 
Christ now as your Saviour, than 
to meet Him hereafter as your 
judge. God grant that someone 
through this message will turn to 
Christ and be saved. 


My Decision for the Unavoid- 
able Christ 


You have read Brother John 
Linton’s sermon above. If you 
have not definitely accepted Christ 
before, will you do it now? Will 
you repent of your sins, trust 
Jesus to save you, and let us hear 
from you at once? I trust that 
you will sign the statement below, 
if you are accepting Christ today 
and then copy the statement and 
mail it to me, or write me a letter 
and tell me that you have taken 
Christ as your Saviour. I will tell 
Brother Linton and we will re- 
joice together and will send you 
a letter of counsel and comfort. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, [Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read Brother Linton’s 
sermon, “The Unavoidable Christ.” 
I realize I can never get away 
from Christ. I realize that I am 
a sinner and that I must trust 
Christ for. forgiveness and salva- 
tion or be forever lost. So this 
very moment I say, “Yes,” to Jesus 
Christ. Here and now I turn my 
heart from my sins and ask Jesus 
to forgive me and save me, and 
give me everlasting life. I accept 
Him as my Saviour just now. I 
will confess Him before men and 
now set out to serve Him for the 
rest of my life. 

Signed 


Address 
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FREE TRACTS ON 
Six Vital Subjects 


. Why does God permit Christians 
to suffer? 
Are there two — places, 
called heaven and hell? 
. Lost in the Church! 
. For those who care! The salva- 
tion gq It Eternal? 
. How to have victory in the Chris- 
tian life! 
. Could Christ be a good man if 
He were not God, and the neces- 
sity of the virgin birth? 

Write— 


Matthew Mueller, 
Baptist Pastor 


251 East 16th St. Des Moimes, lowa 
(Send postage if you like.) 
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You CAN. 


Be Blessed eek, 
Bible Study! 

Let BROOKS’ Bible Courses 

- « « quickly show you how! 


In these turbulent end days too 
many are saying, - can’t seem to 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC 
LEAGUE, Inc. 


Box BB, Reck Sta. 
nes ditaeiie oe Calif. 
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The Twilight Hour| 


Mass Evangelism of Children ’ NS 


By Rev. Earl M. Jenson, Tacoma, Wash. 


The opening hour of a four- 
night series of meetings had come. 
The workers had done all that 
was humanly possible to make the 
services known to the children of 
Tacoma. Nine of the city transit 
buses were out calling on twenty 
schools to pick up children and 
the air was electric with ex- 
pectancy, but many hearts trem- 
bled for fear that the turnout 
might be discouraging; however, 
such fears were soon dissipated. 
The first bus arrived with over a 
hundred children, and so the sec- 
ond, andthe third, and the fourth, 
and the fifth, until finally tele- 
phone calls came in that children 
were left standing before the 
schools because of overcrowded 
buses pulling away without them. 
And when the attendance was to- 
taled the first evening, we had 
twelve hundred boys and girls 
out for the Twilight Hour, a chil- 
dren’s program planned to win 
them to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The three succeed- 
ing nights brought out over a 
thousand each evening, of whom 
seven hundred were present for 
four successive evenings. Five 
hundred and sixty-nine of the 
children came into the inquiry 
room and were dealt with by Sun- 
day School teachers and other 
personal workers, and during the 


four evenings two hundred boys | 
and girls were found never to'| 


have been in Sunday School. This 
was the first attempt at mass 
evangelism of children, and God 
blessed abundantly. But I know 
that while I may state the re- 
sults, you are eager to know how 
it was done, and that is the pur- 
pose of this short article. 

Lionel B. Hunt of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, who by pro- 
fession is a civil engineer, has had 
for years a passion for winning 
children. His first effort began in 
Montreal, Canada, and when he 
was moved to the West Coast he 
carried the passion with him. We 
had the joy of having him with 
us a few years ago for a campaign 
during which time we reached 
several hundred children for 
Christ, but the meetings did not 
take on. such proportions as 
above, our top attendance at that 
time being a little over five hun- 
dred. However, when he returned 
to us we set as our goal one thou- 
sand children by the end of the 
fourth night. The series was pre- 
ceded by a number of weeks of 
prayer when the workers gather- 
ed together to ask God’s blessing 
and guidance upon them and En- 
gineer Hunt. 


Eight thousand tickets were 
printed and a band of fifty women 
were enlisted to visit each of the 
twenty schools and personally in- 
vite every pupil. This was done 
at the noon hour and after school. 
Passers-by wondered why one 
woman was able to have a band 
of about fifteen or twenty children 
around her all clamoring for 
tickets and asking questions about 
what kind of program was to be 
held at Tacoma Bible Church and 
whether they, too, would be able 
to have the free bus ride. Such 
enthusiasm spread around the 
whole school until principals be- 
gan telephoning the church to in- 
quire as to what was going to 
happen down at the Tacoma Bible 
Church Twilight Hour. We in- 
formed them that we had a civil 
engineer from Vancouver, B. C., 
whose hobby was children and 
that the man would interest them 
in choruses portrayed on a large 
silver screen in beautiful’ color- 
ing. We promised, in addition, 
there would be Bible stories and 
Solos and duets by children, plus 
a free ride from school and back 
to school, the expense of which 
was to be borne by the Tacoma 
Bible Church. It became the talk 
of the town because nothing such 
as this had ever been attempted 
before, and boys and girls were 
eager enough to attend Twilight 
Hour that they forgot their Boy 
Scout meetings and other inter- 
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ests which normally made up 


their lives. | ‘Evangelist Jack Shuler in Great 
In reaching boys and girls we | Union Meeting 


know that something must be of- We were glad to receive a let- 
fered to sustain their attention, | ter and newspaper clippings from 


and I am sure that those reading | Evangelist Jack Shuler telling of 
this article will have in their! the great union campaign held in 
minds questions regarding what) Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Brother 
success we had in so doing. At/|Shuler writes: 

seven o'clock a large colored slide “The revival started out in the 
with a picture of a clock appeared | wain Street Methodist Church 
on the screen and called for si- | which has the largest seating cap- 
lence. Darkness came upon the/acity in the city but we outgrew 
auditorium and every child sat) that in the first week, and during 
expectantly. Mr. Hunt, standing| the second week we moved into 
on the platform, called the atten- ‘the high school gymnasium. The 
tion of the children to the fact) Methodists of the city underwrote 
that they were now to learn 4/the revival but Baptists and other 
theme chorus. He had appropri-| denominations co-operated bea- 
ately written a children’s chorus |————— ROSA TE | 
which mentioned Tacoma and the/| ment, the writer was asked to 
Puget Sound area, to the tune of take the invitation and the first 
Brahms’ lullaby, and this became | night we were so overwhelmed 
the favorite of the brief series.|by numbers of children wishing 
Next came the Lord’s Prayer on | to go into the inquiry room that 
a beautifully colored slide and all fifty workers were not nearly 
the children were asked to bow | enough. Such invitation was car- 
and repeat it, with the exception | ried on each evening, with those 
of those who did not know it and! having made decisions on pre- 
these were permitted to read from | vious evenings meeting with the 
the screen; immediately an at-| pastor to talk about how to grow 
mosphere of reverence was in the Christian life. 

brought in. From there he took On the fourth night all the chil- 
them into several of the favorite dren were asked to turn in their 
choruses of children, with this tickets which bore a punch for 
difference, that the slides on each evening they had been in 
| which the choruses were written | attendance and they were in- 
were colored very attractively formed that a prize would be de- 
with birds and flowers, so that |livered to their homes within the 
| whenever a new slide came on next few weeks. Seven hundred 
| there would be an “ah” coming! of the children had attended all 
\forth from the little voices all | four of the nights and we select- 
over the auditorium. In other|ed story books published by the 
| words, Mr.- Hunt had gone to Moody Press to distribute as 
|great pains to make these things prizes. This made a contact with 
|as attractive as possible for the every home represented and a 
| little boys and girls. I might add great opportunity was afforded 
here that we took in only those! our women to minister in these 
| that were in the grammar/schoel | homes. As a result, we have a list 
| group. of prospects so large that six 
| Then came the Bible verse of ; months after we have not yet ex- 
'the evening, also beautifully col- | hausted it. Children were added 
'ored, and the children were ask- | to the Sunday School, family al- 
ed to memorize it for the next tars were established and par- 
}evening. The following night, be- | ents began to attend church who 
_ fore it was shown on the screen. had fallen out of the habit some 
ithe children were asked to recite years before. 

it; and it was remarkable the ac- It is the opinion of Mr. Hunt 
curacy with which it was given.|and this writer that were such 
| Then came an old hymn and then prief campaigns in child evan- 
a quartet of boys and girls, or one| gelism undertaken before a ma- 
lone little singer would be called jor campaign with adults, there 
|to the platform to sing a verse} would be hundreds of homes open 
}or chorus of the hymn. The an-_ to Christian workers out of which 
| nouncement was made to the chil- | might be brought unsaved par- 
dren that if any other little group ents to hear the message of sal- 
| would care to participate on suc- | vation which the children had 
| cessive evenings, they should see heard and accepted a few days 
Mr. Hunt. As you might know,’ before. Mass evangelism among 
ihe had a long waiting list from children is profitable; and while 
|which he selected those with the some may say that they are moved 
| best choruses to perform before at a time of emotional stress we, 
| the children. This created a tre- nevertheless. look upon the large 
mendous interest on their part,' number of them going in and out 
so great that applause would of our Sunday Schools and liv- 
come upon them at the conclu- ing for the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
sion of their numbers. With never follow-up work may be as in- 
a moment’s delay, Mr. Hunt car- tense as anyone desires to make 
ried on the program to a colored it, and the more intense the great- 
Bible story, such as the story of er the prospect of lasting success. 
Naaman or of Moses, which was! Should anyone desire further 
followed up by an attractive song: information about the Twilight 
and the evening concluded with) Hour. it may be had by writing 
a pertinent story of some little|to Mr. Lionel B. Hunt, 825 
boy or girl who had found the | Twenty-second Avenue, Holly- 
Lord Jesus Christ. At this mo-burn, British Columbia, Canada. 
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A $1.00 BOOK FREE 


It pays to visit Tabernacle Baptist Book Store (open 9 a.m. 
daily) with widest variety of religious titles, where you get 
best for less, from a non-profit book service. Part of profit 
goes to customers and part to service men world wide. A 
$1.00 book free to customers with each $5.00 mail order 
from catalog. Write for free catalog. We have best books 
for home, church, school, personal libraries. Good Bibles 
(also white) and Testaments. We have finest sermon books 
by sound gospel preachers and teachers; Bible Studies, 
Reference Books, Character Building, Good Stories, Clean 
Fiction, Christian Biographies, Great Doctrines, Com- 
mentaries, Dictionaries, Concordances, Devotional, Inspira- 
tional, Meditation, Prophecy, Theology, History, Special 
Subjects, and Chorus Books. We have books for all tastes 
of men, women, boys, girls, young people. Also Religious 
Education, non-sectarian titles and novelties. We have 


for customers’ convenience. Get one. 


TABERNACLE BAPTIST BOOK STORE 


608 So. 15th St., Phone 2728, Waco, Texas 


many more titles than listed in our catalog. Our catalog | 
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By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Associate Editor 


utifully, and the crowd grew to 
2400 before the three weeks were 
over. 

“The total number of conver- 
sions (according to signed cards) 
for the revival was 860, with 
many consecrations evidenced be- 
side these.” Praise the Lord for 
this wonderful campaign! Evan- 
gelist Shuler may be addressed at 
12th and Flower, Los Angeles. 


Appelman Reports Continued 
Blessings 

Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman 
recently wrote: 

“Your prayers are being super- 
latively answered. God is pouring 
out His mighty blessings on these 
campaigns. 

“The three weeks in Evansville, 
Indiana, were a landslide for 
Jesus. The city was stirred as 
never before: in-its history with 
over 500 actual conversions. Deep, 
tear-wet earnestness of prayer 
and personal work marked the 
meetings. 

“Pray with me and for me in 
the Lexington, Kentucky; Buffalo, 
New York, and Orlando, Florida, 
campaigns through the Easter 
season.” 


-_-— - - ee 


Dr. C. E. Mathews Has 
Unusual Campaign 


Dr. C. E. Matthews, pastor of 
the great Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church of Ft. Worth, Texas, 
writes of a recent campaign. He 
reports: 


“ .. we had 239 additions at 
the First Baptist Church, Lab- 
bock, Texas, and its mission is 
eight days. It was one of the very 
best revivals I have ever been in 
in my life, and greatly stimulated 
my faith in this hour of terrible 
crisis.” 

Dr. Matthews is a pastor with 
the heart of an evangelist and 
we are glad for this blessed vic- 
tory. 
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Covell Keenum Has Victori- 
ous First Year 


Evangelist G. Covell Keenum 
tells of God’s blessings in his first 
year in the evangelistic ministry 
as follows: 


“We have just completed our 
first year as full-time evangelist. 
The Lord wonderfully blessed. 
The Lord saved 496 souls and call- 
ed ten into full-time work. They 
are now in school preparing them- 
selves. He used us to establish twe 
Baptist churches. He gave us hun- 
dreds of backsliders and rededica- 
tions.” 

Evangelist Wirth Has Good 

Meeting 

In a recent letter Evangelist F. 
A. Wirth said: 

“Just closed a two-week meet- 
ing in the Averyville Congrega- 
(Continued on page 5) 


New Ready—The New 
Six-Volume Set 


Critical and Expefi- 
mental Commentary 
on the Bible 


By Jamieson, Fausset 
and Brown 


We believe that the 
complete, unabridged 
Jamieson, Faussett and 
Brown Commentary 
on the Old and New 
Testaments is one of 
the very best ever pub- 


wealth of the original edition. 


umes. 


MaClaren. 


of view. 
Six volume set .. 


the facts of his life. 


2 volumes 
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STUDY — FEAST 


COMPLETE SETS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 


These are not new but among the most popular of the tested and 
highly approved sets now available. They are especially needed 
by preachers, teachers and students. 


lished. This Commentary has been out of print many years. The 
one-volume abridgement could not begin to reflect the immense 
We take great pleasure in offer- 
ing you a new edition of the original text, in six luxurious vol- 
Size, each book, 642x942 

134 inch. The set, in 6 deluxe volumes ...................... 25.00 


EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, by Alexander 
You will enjoy this set. 
ments of recent purchasers: “A wonderful help!” 
mine of material!” “Most inspiring devotional reading!” “Highly 
pleased and richly blessed by their use!” This set of 17 volumes 
is the work of a great preacher and thinker. There are nearly 
13,000 pages with subject and textual indexes, refer- $25 00 
ences, large type, buckram, cloth binding. Price........ . 


C.H.M.’S NOTES ON PENTATEUCH 
“C H.M.” has long stood for the author of these “Notes.” The 
full name is Charles H. McIntosh, a devout student of the Word, 
whose writings have been blessed to thousands the world over. 
He belonged to that school of stu- 
dents of the Bible who believe in 
the entire inspiration and absolute 
infallibility of the Bible as the Word 
of God; He approaches a study of 
the Bible untrammeled by any of the’ 
modern criticism, but deeply inspired 
by his own firm faith. The result is 
these ““Notes”—beyond a question the 
most complete study of the Books of 
Moses from a New Testament point 


$6.95 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS, 
the Messiah by Alfred Edersheim, 
M.A., D.D., Ph.D.. A new edition in 
this most complete life of Christ in 
which the history of the times in 
which Jesus lived is interwoven with 
This study is 
especially rich and stimulating. Over 
15,000 pages, complete references and 
index, strong cloth binding, $4 50 
e 


We recommend these sets most heartily and believe you will neé 
be disappointed in them. Order today from 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


| 214 W. WESLEY, WHEATON, ILL. 
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“God So Loved” 


By Evargelist 


Rolfe Barnard 


Vinita, Oklahoma 


‘Preached on Christian Business 


Men’s Program, WJJD, Chicago, 


Oct. 31, 1945. Mechanically recorded for THe Sworp or THe LorpD). 


“For God so loved the world, 


that he gave his only begotten 


‘on, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
ave everlasting life.”-—John 3:16. 


Today, let us think about this 


only in the cross, not only in that 
God gave His Son, not only in that 
He gave His Son to rescue the 


perishing and to bestow eternal 
life upon all who believe; but oh 
how the love of God is revealed 
on the cross when you consider 
the people for whom He gave His 
Son to die. I suppose that you, 
that I, that those who listen, would 
go to extraordinary lengths to 
help our friends. .But on the cross 
God was reaching out toward His 


the Scotch preacher, told the story 
of a Highland mother and son. 
She was a widow. Taking her 
babe, she started across the moun- 
tains to go some ten miles to the 
home of a reverend. On the way 
a terrible snow storm suddenly 
fell upon the hills. Little by little, 
the mother’s strength failed. The 
next day when searchers found 
her body, it was almost stripped 
of clothing. Her chilled and dying 
hands had wrapped her own cloth- 
ing about the child, who was found 


people. Many thousands of dol- 
lars are being spent for the cam- 
paign; prayer meetings are being 
organized in all the Chicago area, 
and I plead with readers of The 
Sword of the Lord to join us in 
prayer that thousands of souls will 
be saved during that campaign. 


2. We want names and address- 
es of thousands of earnest Chris- 
tians who ought to subscribe to 
The Sword of the Lord. Please 
send us the names, with correct 


: enemies. What would you do for|; , addresses, of Bible-believing pas- 
reat truth that on the cross, God | Services. Her boy who had been). ¢ieng? What would you do to peso sheltering nook, safe. and tors, of Sunday School teachers, 
evealed His love for sinners. tried for having murdered his pal your worst enemy? God says, ‘I ent. ; soul-winners, and ministerial stu- 
somebody wrote that what this) ¥4@5 ™ jail. The mother asked will tell you. I’m going to show|!. Years later, the son of the min-| gents. Many pastors or church of- 
vorid needs is a fresh type of the | ‘at the pastor and myself go with | ¢,, 2 time and for a long eternity | Stet who had conducted the| ficers would do well to send us a 


acrificial love of God in Christ. 
t needs to see it until the heart, 
ardened in sin, is broken before 
hat cross. That will be done and 


her down to the county seat town 
to see if we could not help the 
boy. We went, were admitted 
into the jail, and the mother led 
us back to the cell. 


what I will do for my enemies.’ 
He said, ‘I will die for them. I 
will die for them!’ “God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in 


mother’s funeral, went to Glas- 
gow, Scotland, to preach. Some- 
how he was reminded of this story 
he had heard his father tell. That 


list of the families of their church- 
es. We will send sample copies of 
The Sword of the Lord and give 
them an opportunity to subscribe, 


an be done only as we continue wel ee She wise daa aaa hers that, while we were yet sinners, ge a ae va yi nergy es Be sure not to send just any 
o hold up before eternity—bound f a 1 sé h ys y ’| Christ died for us. Much more ee opts .— - ‘Siname that comes to mind. We 
1en and women the cross of the | @ MUFC: saw that mother as mother’s love. 


ord Jesus Christ, only as we get 
eople to drink in the meaning of 
‘alvary until something of the 
xtent of the wondrous love of 
rod for sinners dawns on their 
vatching and waiting souls. 
Midst the sounds of the quaking 
arth in protest, the Son of God 
lies. The darkened sun rebels 
‘gainst the death of the Creator. 
Ve listen and hear the voice of a 
oving God speaking in the agony 


she put her hands through the 
bars. As they kissed, as best they 
could, through the bars, the tears 
of love ran down that mother’s 
cheek. She loved that boy. He 
was a murderer, but she loved 
him. She will love him forever. 
Nothing can change her love for 
him. But she could not get him 
out. She did not have any key to 
unlock that door. We talked to 
the sheriff and to the county at- 


then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. For if, when 
we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his 
Son... (Rom. 5:8-10). God said, 
‘I will give My Son to die for My 
enemies. I will fix it so My ene- 
mies will make up with Me. I 
will do something to break the 
heart of the biggest enemy I have. 
I will give My Son to shed His 
life’s blood ‘to reconcile My ene- 


A few days later 
he was summoned to the bedside 
of a dying man. The man said to 
the preacher, “Sir, you do not 
know me, although I have lived 
in Glasgow many years. I have 
never attended church. The other 
day I happened to pass your door 
as the snow came down. I heard 
the singing, slipped in and took 
a back seat. There I heard the 
story, as you told it, of the widow 
and her son.” Then the dying 


could get thousands of names from 
telephone directories, but they 
would do us no good. It would 
be a waste of money to send sa 
ples to people who would not be 
interested in sound Christian lit- 
erature. We suggest that pastors 
mention The Sword of the Lord in 
their pulpits. Pastors who will 
see that sample copies are given 
out in their services and that no 
copies are wasted may write us 


li- 


“« : for free bundles of samples. But 
ff the cross, “Behold my love for torney. They said, Beyond #2) mies to Me.’ Would you do that? mpage coughed. His voice are cage let ware reader send "A ‘ist of 
hee.” God intends that those nytt of Ny ret he ah grand God did. God gave His Son to ing, nis eyes were filling. sir, names of people who should sub- 
vho stand there and we who stand Cre is not a thing on earth any~ | shed His blood; not for His friends,|1™ that little boy,” he said. 


vere shall join in the chorus of 

hat verse, 

‘Oh, God’s love, God’s wondrous 
love, 

The love of God to me; 

That brought my Saviour from 
above 

To die on Calvary’s tree.” 

If we forget everything else, if 
we quit preaching everything else, 
if we quit believing everything 
‘Ise, if we quit magnifying every- 
hing else, we must keep preach- 
ng, we must keep magnifying the 
act that nobody ever has gone to 
fell, nobody ever will go to Hell 
who loved God. On the cross of 
fesus Christ, God vouchsafed His 
ove to mortal human beings, eter- 
ity bound, 


God Loved Enough to Give 
His Son 


I call to your attention now 
hree truths. On the cross of Cal- 
vary, God showed His love in His 
sift, in giving His Son. He loved; 
herefore, He gave. Nobody has 
sver yet found the depth of the 


; ; ‘ , j j ration some- Page, to-the-point gospel tract 
sift. Oh, we pull off our shoes in| breath of life who puts his faith|.. I read this illustrat McLeod which will be sent FREE to earnest Ca Integral T be | 

; : time ago. Dr. Norman Cc »|| Christian workers. Send for sam- NVAS steel Bracea | ADETHACIES 
ioly SUverence SS we see yonder in Jesus Christ who hung om 3 les of other free gospel tracts. ENDS 
m Calvary God Almighty show-| tree for his sins, shall not perish rite name and address plainly. METAL SEAT 
ng His love to the last siriner that | but have everlasting life. M. H. Duncan SMITH MFG. CO.. Dalton. Ga. 
shall ever live. as He gives His “OBJECTALKS” Route 5, Lubbock, Texas Over 50 Years in Business 


mly begotten Son to die on the 
Toss! 

And then God shows His love 
here on the cross. His love is 
‘evealed in the purpose of God’s 
reart, as He turned His back on 


body can do. 
its course.” 

The day came when they took 
that boy and hanged him by the 
neck. In spite of the fact that his 
mother loved him, they hanged 
her son. His mother loved him, 
but her love was helpless, her love 
was hopeless. 


But, my friends, I am so glad 
that God’s love is not helpless. He 
loved sinners and He could do 
something about it. He loved sin- 
ners and His love was not hope- 
less. He did something about it. 
He gave His Son to provide a ran- 
som to pay off the debt that sin 
had laid to my account. He fixed 
it, through the shed blood of the 
Son of God, so that the Holy Spirit 
can take the key and unlock the 
door and set the prisoner free. I 
am glad that God’s love was not 
helpless. I am glad that He could 
give. I am glad that He could give 
in power and grace, could give in 
such a way that every human 
being from Adam on to the last 
person who shall ever draw a 


The law must take 


God Loved Sinful People 
The love of God is revealed not 


500 TRACTS | 


Send for samples. Hundreds have 
been saved through them. $1.00 


but for His enemies. The greatest 
miracle that has ever been worked 
this side of the resurrection of the 
blessed Saviour is not the miracle 
of the healing of the body, as much 
as I believe in it, but it is the mir- 
acle of God’s redeeming grace, op- 
erating from the power of the 
Holy Spirit as the heart, as the 
attitude of a rebel, an enemy 
against God, is changed, and that 
enemy comes and casts his eyes 
and says, “I'll never fire another 
shot at You, God. I'll be Your 
humble slave from now on through 
time and eternity.” God said, 
‘My Son will die for My enemies, 
so My enemies will come to Me.’ 
That is what God does. That is 
what God does to His enemies. 
God expects, God provides, God 
demands that sinners, enemies of 
His, shall behold His love yonder 
as His Son dies, and beholding, 
come with repentant hearts to say 
unto Him, “I surrender my all to 
Thee.” Oh, God loves sinners! 
God loves sinners! 


20 bright talks to boys and girls 
illustrated by familiar objects. 
“TALKS ON TEXTS’’ 

26 Children’s Sermons, illuminat- 
ed by fascinating illustrations. 
“PAPER TEARING TALKS” 
15 Gospel talks. Paper is folded 
then torn and the object is unfold- 
ed. Interesting te old and young. 
Full directions. 


“Never did I forget «ny mother’s 
love. But I never before saw the 
love of God in giving Himself for 
me. God made you tell that story. 
My mother did not die in vain. I 
have asked you to come now and 
lead me into the shelter of the 
love of God.” 


On the cross, my loving Saviour 
died for His enemies. 


The Editor's 


Notes 
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two weeks, Dr. Paul Rood one 
week, and I will be the preacher 
through the closing two weeks, 
May 19-June 2. We expect seat- 
ing to be provided for about 7,500 


JESUS IS COMING! 34 
The above is the name of a two- 


scribe and who would likel. do so 
if they knew about The Sword of 
the Lord. 


3. We are giving away about 
$2,000 worth of Christian litera- 
ture free each month! Much of this 
is going to chaplains and service- 
men, much of it to Japan and Ger- 
many for American soldiers. We 
continually hear of people being 
saved through this literature. Yes- 
terday’s mail reported four saved 
and the day before that four oth- 
ers were converted through this 
literature. We seriously need the 
help of Christian people in sup- 
plying this literature. Have you 
some of the Lord’s money that He 
wants used in this soul-saving 
work? The money will be used 
exactly as designated, an accept- 
able receipt will be sent, and we 
feel sure God will reward those 
who help bear this burden. 
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vant them to perish. In the lan- 
‘uage of the Bible, He does not 
vant people to.wspend eternity 
way from the presence of the 
ord. He does not want the un- 


aved to burn in the torments of) 


1e flames of eternal Hell. There- 
we, He gave His Son for the 
urpose of rescuing those who 
therwise would perish. 


‘od Loved People So He 
‘ould Give His Best to Save 
Them 
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Then the Bible says He gave 
is Son not only to rescue, but to 
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Blessings Through Trouble 


(Continued from page 1) 


study of the Bible shows that the 
choicest saints of Goa were the 
men who suffered the most. Job, 
a righteous man, a Godly, prayer- 
ful, reverent, humble man, is 
made an example of suffering. For 
no sin of his own he lost children, 
property, friends and health. 


Joseph, an innocent lad, was 
sold into slavery, slandered by 
Potiphar’s wife and languished, 
forgotten, in prison for years. The 
purity of his life and his devo- 
tion to God shine out with un- 
dimmed: luster through suffering. 

Daniel was seized as a captive 
of war, grew up in aé foreign 
lund, was hated, envied and fear- 
ed. He was cast into the den of 


lions. He was accustomed to fast- | 


ing and tears. Yet nct once does 
the Word of God accuse him of 
sin. 

When you think of Jeremiah 
the weeping prophet, imprisoned 


by his own people, 


pmo that there is a reason for 


a saint of God to suffer. 

Paul is a supreme example of a 
suffering saint. He was stoned 
and left for dead. He was hunted 
like a wild beast; he fought with 
the lions at Ephesus; was ship- 
wrecked in the sea; was in con- 
stant peril at the hand of Jewish 
mobs. In the final years of his 
life he is revealed as a prisoner 
bearing a heavy chain, “a prison- 
er of Jesus Christ.” And as if the 
outward persecutions were not 
enough, God allowed to be sent 
upon him some terrible thorn in 
the flesh that He would not ré- 


‘move, though Paul besought Him 
' thrice. 


God answered, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weak- 


ness.” And Paul then exultantly 


said, “Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, 


,| that the power of Christ may rest 
,,;upon me. Therefore I take pleas- 
beaten, hated and carried captive|ure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
you must’ 


in necessities, in persecutions, in 


REV. G. P. 


COMER 


BECOMES EVANGELIST 


Resigns First Methodist Church, Waco, After Ten Years’ 
Ministry, for Full-time Work in the 
Evangelistic Field 


Rev. G. P. Comer has resigned | 
pastorafe of the First Methodist 
Church, Waco, to enter full-time 
evangelistic work. God has long 
laid the burden of souls upon his 
heart and he writes that he can 
no longer resist the call. The 
Sword of the Lord wishes him suc- 
cess and we pray that many thou- 
sands may be saved through his 
ministry, 


Rev. G. P. Comer 


Brother Comer is frankly a 
Methodist, and we suppose his 
greatest usefulness will be among 
Armenian groups. How we thank 
God that He has laid His hand up- 
on a man to help call Methodists 
back to the Bible and the ways of 
their fathers, and to call sinners 
to repentance! 

Evangelist Comer believes in 


the great fundamentals of the 


Christian faith, the complete in- 
spiration of the Bible, the deity of 
Christ, the blood atonement, sal- 
vation by grace through faith, the 
premillennial coming of Christ. 
Although not a profound preacher, 
he draws great crowds, he is 
greatly loved by common people, 
and people laugh and cry. Some 
get angry, but thank God, many 
are saved under his ministry. 


Evangelist Comer’s Schedule 

Evangelist Comer sends his 
schédule of meetings as follows: 

Glasgow, Ky.—Feb. 19-Mar. 3. 

Youth for Christ Rallies in Ill.— 
Mar. 11-Mar. 16. 

Dallas, Tex. (Centenary )—Mar. 
17-Mar. 31. 

Smithville, Tex. — Apr. 7-Apr. 
21. 

St. Paul Church in Atlanta, Ga. 
—Apr. 28-May 12. 

Cable Tabernacle in Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.—May 19-June 2. 

Pineville, La. Summer Tent 
Campaign—June 9-June 23. 

Rockwall, Tex. — June 30-July 
14. 

New Boston, Tex. — July 21- 
Aug. 4. 

Victoria, Tex.—Aug. 11l-Aug. 25. 

Shawnee, Okla. — Sept. 1-Sept. 
15. 

West Monroe, La. — Sept. 22- 
Oct. 6. 

Three Rivers, Mich. — Oct. 13- 
Oct. 27. 

Brother Comer writes: “I ask an 
interest in your prayers as I en- 
ter this great field which is white 
unto harvest.” 

Evangelist G. P. Comer may be 
addressed Box 5889, “Dallas 2, 
Texas, his permanent address. 


WITH THE EVANGELISTS ... 


(Continued from page 3) 
tional Church, Peoria, Illinois. 
God gave us a great victory for 
which we praise His Name! There 
were thirty-three who came for- 
ward to accept the Lord Jesus as 


their Saviour. Many others came 
to rededicate their lives to Him. 
Seventeen were baptized the last 
Sunday of the meeting.” Brother 
Wirth may be addressed at 221 
S. Main St., Petersburg, I]. 


400 million unevangelized! 


Countless Orphans starving! 


orphans maintained by the 


1844 W. Monroe St., Room 4 


PEOPLE OF EUROPE 


Distressed, Displaced, Dispossessed! 


233 million Russians—mostly eager for the Gospel! 
200 million have never had a Bible! 


Challenge you for an EASTER BLESSING. 
Food, clothing, scriptures regularly dispatched; Gospel preached; 
RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 
Dr. F. J. Miles, International Secretary 


“Friend of Russians” give details—sample copy free on request. 


Chicago 12, Til. 


distresses for Christ’s sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I 
strong” (II Cor. 12:9). 

God has some holy reasons why 
saints ought to suffer. Those that 
love Him best He draws into the 
inner holy of holies to suffer. And 
that ought not to surprise us, for | 
Jesus was above all, “A man of 
sorrow, and acquainted with 
grief” (Isaiah 53:3). We are told 
that “It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him” (Isaiah 53:10). Again we 
are told about Jesus, “For it be- 
came him, for whom are all 
things, 


to glory, to make the captain of 


their salvation perfect through | 
If Jesus | 
‘who would have died had they not 
perfect, or complete, through suf-| called on God. 


sufferings” (Heb. 2:10). 
our Saviour needed to be made 


fering, then Christians ought to 


suffer, ought to be willing ta suf- | 


fer, 
Trouble Brings Growth of 
Character 


Trouble often brings people to 
serious, wholesome thought. Out- 
side of Wichita Falls, Texas, in 


1930 I picked up the occupants of | accomplished. 


a car, wrecked by wild driing. 
One woman said, “God forgive 
me. I haven’t any sense. I haven’t 
had a serious thought in the last 
three months!” That night she 


gave herself to Christ and trusted | so but evidently chose not to do'| 


Him for salvation at midnight. 
Trouble brings serious thoughts. 

Nothing opens the heart in sym- 
pathy towards others like trouble. 
As a five-year-old boy I lost my 
dear mother. I know that God 
made me better fit to comfort oth- 
ers by this great sorrow. Again 
and again by open graves I have 
told weeping laved ones how I had 
lost my mother and hoped to see 
her again. I have learned to weep 
with those who weep because of 
my sorrows. 

Suffering often makes us grate- 
ful for God’s mercies. Children 
who have too many toys do not 
appreciate them, do not care for 
them. So, many a man in perfect 
health, with plenty of money, has 
no real gratitude to God for His 
mercies; but if brought to direct 
poverty, such a man learns to be 
grateful for the poorest shelter 
and the most ordinary food. Those 
who have once knoWn sickness 
and suffering are more likely to 
be thankful for good health. 


and by whom are all: 
things, in bringing many sons un- | 


And the Scripture says that 
tribulation worketh patience. In 
Romans 5:3 and 4 we are told 
“And not only so, but we glory in 
tribulations also; knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience: And 
patience, experience; and experi- 
ence, hope.” A quick tongue and 
a violent temper are often tamed 
by the hand of God in sorrow. 


It Is Not Always God’s Will to 
Heal the Sick 


I know that God answers prayer 
for the sick. I have seen the sick 
raised up in answer to prayer, 
sometimes immediately, sometimes 


hope. I believe that many live 


I do believe, I say, 


that God answers prayer and God | 


often heals the sick in answer to 
prayer. 
But I thank God that He does 


‘and power of God. 
heal Job until His purpose was 
God did not heal 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh though 
Paul besought Him often (II Cor. 
12:7-10). God did not heal Tim- 
othy’s weak stomach and often 
infirmities. He could have done 


it. In fact the Scripture plainly | 
says, “It is appointed unto men 
once to die” (Heb. 9:27). It would | 
not do for a man to live forever | 
in our frailty and sin. It is better 
that we should suffer some and 
draw near to God; suffer some and 
be purged from our sins; suffer 
some and be like Jesus; and then 
it is better that we should die and 
go to be with the Lord if Jesus 
does not come soon. God is good 
to heal the sick and He often does. 
But often the Lord’s strength is 
made perfect in weakness and we 
can say like Paul, “When I am 
weak, then am I strong” (II Cor. 
12:10). 


God Is Particularly Near in 
Time of Trouble 


You who read this have had 
your troubles. If you have not 
had them, then you will. Trouble 
is the lot of mankind. And what- 
ever that trouble may be, wheth- 
er sickness, poverty, shame, dis- 


CONFERENCE ON EVANGE- 
LISM, SUNDAY THROUGH 
SUNDAY, JULY 7-14 


The March 8 issue of The 
Sword of the Lord carried an 
article about the Sword Con- 
ference on Evangelism. In the 
headlines, a mistake was made 
as to the dates of the confer- 
ence. As was Stated in the 
body of the article, this second 
Conference on Evangelism, 
sponsored by The Sword of the 
Lord, will run from Sunday, 
July 7, through Sunday, July 
14. 


God did not | 


) ‘appointment or parting, you may 
when doctors said there was M©! be sure that God is nearer in the 


time of sorrow than ever before. 


| There is something about God that 


is infinitely tender, and He is al- 
ways touched by a broken heart. 
David, overwhelmed with shame 
after his sin with Bath-sheba, 


cried out, “The sacrifices of God 
not always heal the sick. There! are a broken spirit: a broken and 
are other things better than heal-|4 contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
|ing. One of them is the presence | not despise.” (Psa. 51:17). - 


It is better to be poor than to 
be rich, for Jesus said, “Blessed 
be ye poor” (Luke 6:20). It is 
just as good to be poor in spirit, 
for Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3). 


Read the beatitudes and you will 
find that they that mourn are 


bag that they that hunger and 


thirst after righteousness are 
| blessed; that the persecuted are 
blessed as are those who hunger 
‘and those who weep! Don’t you 
| see? God is nearer to those in 
trouble than to those who are not, 

God is nearer to the woman 
who is a widow than to the wom- 
an who has a husband. He is 
nearer to the defenseless orphan 
child than to the child provided 
for and protected by a father. For 
God has said He is “father to the 
fatherless, and a judge of the 
widows” (Psa. 68°5). How near 
God is to all them that be in trou- 
ble, them that be weak and help- 
less and poor and friendless! The 
Jews were told in the Mosaic Law 
that the stranger or foreigner 
must not be oppressed, that if 
they called at all upon God He 
would surely avenge them. 

I know that our troubles are 
often brought by our sins. - But 


(Continued on page 6) 
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of souls. 


guages. 
SERMON 
1. When God’s Patience 
Wears Out. 


2. “Be Sure Your Sin Will 
Find You Out.” 


3. What Jesus Said About 
Hell. 


4. Will a Loving God Send 
a Sinner to Hell? 


5. Hell—Keep Out! 
6. Religious but Lost. 


7. A Good Man Lost and a 
Bad Man Saved. 


8. The Criminal Who Want- 
ed Another Chance. 


March 11, 1945. 
“Missing God’s Last Trair. for 
fifty conversions that night. 


cooperated. 


ed in gold. 


16 Evangelistic Messages by Dr. 


Here are evangelist messages both sharp and 
tender, both Scriptural and fervent, tremendous- 
ly used of God in large scale revival campaigns 
in some principal cities in America. 
used these messages to the salvation of thousands 


One sermon in this book has been printed in 
about 214 million copies, in four different lan- 


The jacket pictures in rich mulberry colored ink the tremen- 
dous crowd of 3767 people, with Dr. Rice preaching, at the 
blessed revival campaign in Public Music Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, 
The sermon was the last one in this book, 


In the three weeks’ campaign 
there were about 800 professions with over 600 of them for the 
first time accepting Christ, as reported by the pastors’ commit- 
tee. Ninety-three churches and other Christian organizations 


Inside the covers are other colored pictures of great revival 
crowds with Dr. Rice preaching. 

The sixteen sermons make a book of 216 large pages, beau- 
tifully bound in red cloth. Title and author’s signature stamp- 


This evangelistic preaching will thrill your soul. 
revival fires burning, will give ammunition to preachers, will 
bring conviction and salvation to sinners. 


REVIVAL APPEALS 


John R. Rice 


This book will set revival fires burning In the 
hearts of ministers and members alike. Let those 


concerned place 


God has 


TITLES 


9. How a Lost Sheep Got 
Home. 


10. “Come Unto Me.” 
11. Facing the Pierced Jesus. 
12. “It Is Finished.” 

“13. No Room for Jesus. 


14. Neglect, the Shortest 
Way to Hell. 


15. “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” 


16. Missing God’s Last Train . 
for Heaven. 


Heaven.” ‘There were about 


It will set 


The book guaranteed to more 
than please you or money cheer- 
fully refunded. 


the homes of Christians, and give it or lend it to 
the unconverted. 
full of Scripture, so fervent in their appeal, so 
simple, yet vigorous and dramatic in language, 
and so greatly blessed of God in actual use that 
we dare hope for tremendous circulation and 
usefulness for this volume. 


Order Your Cepy Today from 


it in the hands of preachers, in 


These sixteen addresses are so 
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$1.50 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


214 West Wesley Street 


Wheaton, Dlinois 


} 
| 


- 
: ae oa | qut ve : a 


PAGE SIX 


Blessings Through Trouble 


(Continued from page 4) 
even then God is near at hand. 
He was nearer to the predigal boy 
in the hogpen than He was to the 
elder brother safe at home! He 
Was nearer to the publican, a 
guilty sinner, than He was to the|}row to many should go by and 
moral pharisee! God was nearer} yet I not be a better man, not be 
to the dying thief than He was{|a better preacher.” I know that 
to the scribes and elders. | often I have begged God to heal 

God is very, very near in time|me immediately when I have been 
of trouble. That is the reason He/sick, and sometimes He has. I 
commands us, “Call upon me in|have never been sick very much, 
the day of trouble: I will deliver | nor very long, but now I see the 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me” | importance of the chastening rod 
(Psa. 50:15): of God. 

When you are in trouble, if| I remember that Hebrews 12:11 
you really take your trouble to/|tells us, “Now no chastening for 
heart and turn in penitence to|the present seemeth to be joyous, 
God, it is easy to pray. It is easy| but grievous: nevertheless after- 
to have your sins forgiven when| ward it yieldeth the peaceful fruit 
you are in trouble. It is easy to|of righteousness unto them which 
feel the Spirit of God when you|are exercised thereby.” It is my 
are in trouble. The next time)! earnest cry to God that whatever 
sorrow or disappointment of any| sorrow He brings my way may be 
kind comes upon you, then re-| used to bring the peaceable fruits 
member that God is near to all|of righteousness, because I am 
that are of a broken heart! exercised thereby. 

‘ It is wicked for a Christian to 

God Always Has a Loving be indifferent or prayerless or im- 

Purpose in Trouble patient about suffering. Rather let 

Maybe you do not understand) us kiss the hand that smites us. 
your trouble, dear friend — God} Let us cry with Job, “Though he 
has a loving purpose in it. 
wants you to love Him better. He| We can well say about every loss, 
wants you to find His will. He|“The Lord gave, and the Lord 
wants to keep you from sin. And|hath taken away; blessed be the 
if you are not saved, brother, He! name of the Lord.” 
wants to draw you to Himself. Let our hearts be comforted in 


“Te « 


God, whatever this sickness is for, 
do not take it away until You ac- 
complish Your purpose” I 
thought, “What a tragedy if these 
days of pain, fever and sickness, 
with the work delayed and sor- 


io .«2 Sospel until death came 
into the home. Many a wild, ir- 
responsible boy would never con- 
sider being a Christian until his 
sins found him out and some 
Christian spoke to him behind the 
jail bars about Christ, the Friend) 
of sinners! My dear friend, what- 


pose in every sorrow, every sick- 
ness, every burden. It is a\ token 
of His loving heart. He chasten- 
eth every son that He loves. 


What to De in Trouble 
It ought to be clear, then, what 
‘~| one should do in trouble. Certain- 
ever your trouble, God means it/iy we should pray. Certainly we 
for good! ‘should think on our way. We 

The other day as I lay sick on! should open all the closet doors in 
my bed, one of my little girls! our heart and ask the Holy Spirit 
needed a whipping. I was sick, | of God to turn His searchlight 
but a whipping means a lot more into every secret nook and corner 


when it is delivered by Daddy.|to find and reveal to us all the 


Father, you can not shirk your} things that grieve HIS holy heart.| 52d this morning!” I suggested | talking seriously and lengthily | derfully true. 


duty. It was a sad occasion for | When trouble comes your way, 
all of us. She had been warned | then the ghing to do is humble 
and warned again and when she | yourself under the mighty hand 
persisted in her wrongdoing she| of God and let Him lift you up. In 
had to be whipped. The Scrip-| Hosea 6"1-2 we have the cry of 


ture was clear on my duty. “He/the remnant of the Jews who 
that spareth his rod hateth his son; | have been so far away from God. 
but he that loveth him chasteneth | Here it is: : 

him betimes” (Prov. 13:24). Again “Come and let us return unto 


we are told “The blueness of a! the Lord: for he hath torn, and he 
wound cleanseth away evil: so do | will hea!’ us; he hath smitten, and 
stripes the inward parts of the| he will bind us up. After two days 
belly” (Prov. 20:30), and “Chasten ‘will he revive us: in the third day 
thy son while there is hope, and | he will raise us up, and we shall 
let not they soul spare for his live in his sight.” 
crying” (Prov. 19:18). That is | When sickness or loss or heart- 
old-fashioned, but it is the Word) preak comes to you, my dear 
of God, and well I know i have | reader, I earnestly beg you to re. 
no hope of success in rearing MY/turn to the Lord. He who has 
nah except I do it by God's | torn will heal. “He hath smitten 
ord. Sin must be punished. Not and he will bind us up ” Your 
nak Byes “fla 7 and reso" | prodigal boy, your automobile ac- 
om Wien oho beouskt mae on cident, your unhappy home, your 
‘ ¥| broken health, your break with a 


belt and the first painful blows | gear friend—an 
; Oye st y of these may be 

sone, Daddy, Pi Seer isa i |simly the chastening rod of God 
ry!” I stopped for a little and re- that warns you of His displeasure. 

When trouble comes, run to the 
minded her that she had had much Lord at a 
time to be sorry before but she! _. es eee 
was not sorry until punishment Sinner, Trouble Is God's Call 
came. Then I talked some more to Be Saved 
and then whipped some more. She| Wicked King Ahab, the idolater 
cried and my heart bled. Then| who brought such a curse upon 
Israel, turned to God in penitence 


she promised to do better and. 
when trouble came upon him and 


went back to her work. 
I lay back on my bed and cried God was pleased. I Kings 21:27- 
29 tells us: 


out to God. I well know that it}/“*,, 
takes far more than a whipping And it 
to make good women out of my 
girls. It takes prayer and the lead- 
ership of the Holy Spirit and care- 
ful training. We must aim for def- 
inite results, results of character 
and love for right. I prayed that 
God would give me wisdom about 
it and that He would not let the 
stripes and the tears and the 
pleading and the teaching be in 
vain! 

Then suddenly my heart turn- 
ed to God for myself. I, too, have 
cried out to God many a time, 
“I’m sorry! I’m sorry, Lord! I’m 
po sorry!” I am always sorry 
when my sin finds me out, when 
grief catches up with me. But God 


came to pass, when 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay 
in sackcloth, and went softly. And 
the word of the Lord came to Eli- 
jah the Tishbite, saying, Seest 
thou how Ahab humbleth him- 
self before me? because he hum- 
bleth himself before me, I will not 
bring the evil in his days: but in 
his son’s days will I bring the evil 
upon his house.” 

Wicked King Manasseh of Ju- 
dah was so wicked and Godless 
that he was carried away captive 
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Weeping, I began to pray, “Oh, 
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Ahab heard those words, that he| 
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into Assyria. But II Chronicles 
33:11-13 tells us of his marvelous 
repentance in his trouble and the 
tender answer of God, who 
brought him back to his kingdom. 
'Here is the story in divine words: 

‘Wherefore the Lord brought 
upon them the captains of the host 
of the king of Assyria, which took 
Manasseh among the thorns, and 
bound him with fetters, and car- 
ried him to Babylon. And when 
he was in affliction, he besought 
the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of 
this fathers. And prayed ‘unto 
|him: and he was intreated of him, 
‘and heard his supplication, and 
| brought him again to Jerusalem 
‘into his kingdom, Then Manasseh 
knew that the Lord he was God.” 
| In Shamrock, Texas, in 1926 or 
"27 I was pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church. A man called me on 
‘the ’phone and said, “Brother 
| Rice, can you meet us at the ceme- 
tery for a funeral at 3:00 o’clock?” 
I learned that a new-born baby 
had died. I was glad to go. The 
little casket was held on the knees 
of men in overalls carried in a 
model @ Ford car. The mother 
was still in bed. The father, in 
overalls, stood by the open grave 
and wept as I preached on the 
words of David about his little 
child, “I shall go to him, but he 
‘shall not return to me” (II Sam- 
uel 12:23). 


| When the little mound was cov- 
‘ered, when neighbors had placed 
home-grown roses and honey- 


| 


gone, I put my arm around the 
father and said, “Are you a Chris- 
tian?” He answered that he was 
not. He said, “I can’t understand 
| why he died. The doctor said he 
was perfect but he just did not 
‘breathe! I can’t understand why!” 


'I told him that perhaps the dear) 
‘Lord was calling him to be a 
Christian, that through trouble 
God longed to draw the father 
near enough to give him salva- 
tion and peace. He answered, 
“Why, that is just what my wife | 


'that we pray, and we did there! 
‘beside that little mound. He gave | 
himself to Jesus Christ and found | 
forgiveness and peace and went 
‘back home to comfort 
the sorrowing mother. 
| Sinner, what will you deo in time 
of trouble? The best example I) 
‘know is that of the dying thief. 
|He deserved to die. He knew it 
'and openly confessed it. He could 
‘promise nothing. He would not 
-even have a chance to be baptized 
'and could never live a day for the 
Lord. Yet in his dying hour he 
‘cried to the Lord Jesus, “Lord re- 
member me when thou comest in- 
‘to Thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). 
'And the Lord Jesus, dying Him- 
self, and so near to all the suffer- 
ing and dying who will have Him 
near, answered back, “Verily I 
‘say unto thee, Today shalt thou 
‘be with Me in paradise” (Luke 
(23:43). Sweet words of forgive- 
ness and pardon! Sweet words of 
hope for the sinning and troubled! 
| The Saviour said, “Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are 
‘heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you, 
‘and learn of Me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
‘find rest unto your souls” (Matt. 
'11:28-29). 

| If troubles come your way, 
then, call upon the Lord. Put your 
trust in Him. Take Him as 
Saviour today and surrender Him 
all your life. There are many 
blessings in trouble! God means 
it for good. If your heart turns 
to God in surrender and penitence 
and trust, then you will find that 
out of trouble will grow the sweet 
peace of God that passes under- 
standing, the peace of salvation. 
Let trouble turn you to God and 
everlasting joy! 
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; | when the woman asked: “%, 
nv a sianer would never listen| every trial and trouble. Our lov-|suckle over the bare earth and)| How is it that thou, being a Jew,! was lost and undone, and bound 


ing heavenly Father has a pur-| friends had shaken his hand and! askest drink of me, which am a for eternal destruction, and He 


% most winsome, 


"WHY TALKEST THOU 
WITH HER?” 


(Continued from page 1) 
tated that morning, seeking to an- 
swer this question that had never 
been asked, it seemed that there 
were so many good answers that 
came tq mind, and I would like to 
pass some of them on to you. 

There were at least three good 
reasons why the disciples should 
be amazed to see the Saviour en- 
gaged in conversation with this 
wicked woman, and I want you to 
keep them in mind so that you will 
fully understand the disciples in 
their attitude of amazement, and 
their unuttered question, “Why; worthy of all acceptation, that 
talkest thou with her?” Christ Jesus came into the world 

First of all, to them, Jesus was/|to save sinners.” The Bible says 
a Rabbi, and according to Jewish| that Jesus had come injo the 
Law no Rabbi must ever hold con-| world for the express purpose of 
versation with a woman alone. | saving sinners, and here He was 
Jesus was doing this, and so nat-| thrown in contact with one of the 
urally, the disciples were shocked.| worst sinners of His time. What 
Another reason why Jesus would | was He to do? What could He do, 
not normally be expected to talk | but speak to her? He had come 
to the woman was that Jesus was/| for the very purpose of helping 

and saving such individuals. The 


a Man, and for a man to engage 

in serious conversation with a/| fact of His Saviourhood made it 
strange woman two thousand) necessary for Him to talk to this 
years ago was just as improper as; poor woman about her soul. He 
it would be today. It just was/ was the Saviour, and could not 
not according to the rules of} pass her up, or turn His back upon 
“Emily Post." A third reason is; her simply to comply with the 
one that is expressed in the text,| social code of ethics of His time, 
. .|for she was a sinful woman; she 


traditional conventionalities that 
were blasting human life, and en- 
gaged this poor, sinful, wicked 
woman in earnest, serious, conver- 
sation about her soul’s welfare. 
The first one I would like to sug- 
gest is: 


I. Because She Was a Sinner 
and He Was the Saviour 
In Lifke 5:32, we read: “I came 

not to call the righteous, but sin- 

ners to repentance.” 
In I Timothy 1:15, Paul wrote, 

“This is a faithful saying, and 


woman of Samaria? for the Jews| had come into the world for the 
have no dealings with the Samari- | special purpose of saving sinners. 
tans” (verse 9). ‘If Jesus had refused to talk to this 

Jewish people held the Samari-| woman for any reason whatever, 
tans in contempt and would have|He would have not been worthy 
nothing to do with them. Many '! to become the Saviour of mankind. 
Jews, finding that Samaria was in | Nineteen different times we find 
the way of their journey, would Jesus dealing with individuals 
go to a great deal of trouble to about their sin, and leading them 
take a long circuitous route around to Himself. In this He sets an 
Samaria so as to avoid becoming | example for us today. I am going 
contaminated by any contact with! to say something that may sound 
the Samaritans. And yet, in spite | very strange to some people, but 
of this, here was Jesus, a Jew,/ strange as it may sound, it is won- 
In a very real sense 
every born-again child of God is 
held accountable to God for being 
a saviour of sinners. Every child 
of God should be a saviour—not 
'a saviour in the sense of one who 

There are a number of very| provides salvation, but rather in 
good reasons why Jesus cut across | the sense of one who brings a sal- 
the laws of propriety in His day;| vation that has already been pro- 
why He trampled upon the foolish | vided to those who are lost and 


with a Samaritan woman. Is it 
any wonder that the disciples 
were amazed, and wondered with- 
in their hearts, asking themselves: 
“Why talkest thou with her?” 


—_ —_ _— 
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in need of saving. 
Christian has been entrusted by 
God with the responsibility of tak- 
ing the place of Jesus in being a 
saviour to poor, lost sinners. Are 
we meeting our . responsibility? 
Are we worthy of our trust? Jesus 
could have given many reasons 
why He should not have spoken to 
that woman; he was tired, worn 
sand weary from His long journey. 
He had many other things on His 
mind. .In talking to her He would 
be subjected to criticism, not only 
by His enemies, but by His friends, 
even His closest disciples. But, 
thank God, such reasons or ex- 
cuses were not given, because 
when the Saviour found Himself 
in the presence of a sinner, there 
was only one thing that He could 
possibly do, and that was to talk 
to that sinner about Himself. 


There, was another reason why | 


Jesus talked with her, 
was: 


II. Because She Did Not Know 
the Truth and He Did 


As the woman approached Jesus 
sitting there on Jacob’s well, He 
immediately recognized the pres- 
ence of one who did not know the 
truth. As we read the account of 
their conversation, we are in- 
formed that she had been de- 
ceived and deluded about spiritual 
things, and was thus utterly ignor- 
ant of the truth. Seeing her in 
this condition, Jesus could not 
help but take: pity upon her and 
open her eyes so that she could 
behold the truth and Him Who is 
the Truth. She was religious, to 
be sure, perhaps even zealously 
so, but she was lost. Her ideas 
and ideals were contrary to the 


and that 


Word, and the plan, and program 
of God. Her religion was a false | 
religion. Her faith was a dead 


faith, and because of this she was 
actually dead in trespasses and 
sins. But as Jesus proceeded to 
reveal to her the truth, and to 
expose the fallacies and fantasies | 
of the false doctrines she had held, 
He found her surprisingly willing 
to receive instruction. She was 
ignorant of the truth, because she 
had never heard it, but having this 
opportunity to hear it, she was 
wise enough to listen carefully 
and to drink it all in. If this was 
a good reason for Jesus to talk to 
the woman of Samaria, surely it 
is a good reason why we should 
talk to sinners today. Every time 
those of us who know the truth 
are brought into contact with those 
who do not know the truth, we 
become morally obligated to pre- 
sent the truth of the gospel as 
thoroughly and clearly as we can. 
The Apostle Paul recognized this 
fact, and spoke of himself as being 
a “debtor” to those who do not 
know. Every born-again child of 
God by virtue of the fact that he 
knows the truth is indebted to all 
those with whom he comes in con- 


Yes, every 


| 


tact who do not know the truth. 
A very glorious fact is that when 
we present the truth in all of its 
wonderful simplicity to those who 
do not know, many of them will 
listen carefully and respond grate- 
fully. Up and down the country 
there are hundreds of thousands 
of people who have never heard 
the truth. They are positively ig- 
norant concerning spiritual things, 
although in many cases they may 
be very religious. Many have 
been brought up under false teach- 
ing, they have been deceived and 
deluded by trusted friends who 
have led them astray, and so in 
many cases, they have embraced 
false doctrines and united with 


false cults. I have dealt with 
Catholics, Christian Scientists, 
Russellites, Spiritualists, Jews, 


Communists, as well as agnostics, 
infidels, and atheists who have 
willingly and even eagerly listened 
to the truth as I presented it and 
many of them have responded to 
the truth by accepting Jesus 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 
I remember a woman twenty-nine 
years of age, who came. to my 
study one Saturday in Dallas, 
Texas, to tell me of the great trou- 
ble into which she had fallen be- 
cause of awful sin. I had the 
privilege of leading her to accept 
the Lord Jesus as her personal 
Saviour, and I well remember 
how she stood before the congre- 
gation on the following Wednes- 
day night just before she was to 
be baptized and said: “You Bap- 
tists are too stingy with your re- 
ligion. If I had only heard about 
Jesus before this, I would have 
accepted Him, and I wouldn't 
have gotten into all of this trou- 
ble.” ‘Though she was twenty- 
nine years old, she had never 
heard the truth, and when it was 
presented to her for the first time, 
she very eagerly accepted the 
Lord. 


Let me suggest now that Jesus 
turned to this woman: 


Ill. Because this Might Be the 
Only Opportunity She Would 
Ever Have 

There she was—a sinner in the 
presence of Jesus, the Saviour. 
Being a sinner, she had all of the 
qualifications needed for salva- 
tion, and Jesus being the Saviour, 
had all of the qualifications need- 
ed for winning her to Himself. 
Realizing these facts, He put 
everything else aside, and talked 
to her about the water of eternal 
life, for Jesus realized that this 
might be the only opportunity that 
she would ever have to hear about 
this living water. Perhaps, this 
was the first time in all of her 
life that she had been brought into 
contact with anyone who was able 
to give her the truth. There was 
no reason to suppose that anyone 
else would have talked to her, for 
there were altogether too few who 
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knew the truth to begin with and 
then many of those, perhaps even 
the disciples themselves, were so 
prejudiced against the Samaritans 
that they would never think 


ceive the gift of eternal life. If 
Jesus had not talked to her, it is 
very likely that she would never 
again have had an opportunity to 
talk to one who could show her 
the way of eternal life, and so 
Jesus said: “I will not put it off. 


of | 
trying to get this woman to re-| 


in 


with one.of the children who was 
ill, and went to get into my car. 
As I did so, I looked across the 
street and there sitting in front 
of their home 


were two of our) 


conference work and other things, 
and had very little time at home 
with my family, but I know if I 
had thought more carefully and 
had been more considerate, I 


neighbors. I casually waved to! would have been able to talk to 
them and said, “Hi.” Then I got| him about his soul. Now he has 
‘into the car and drove to the! gone. Perhaps he never had an- 
prayer service. When the meeting | other opportunity to hear about 
was over, I returned home, and/ Christ, and since I did not talk 


I will not leave it to someone else. | 


I will talk to her now so that she 
will have at least this one chance.” 

I wonder how many Christians 
are conscious of the fact that day 


by day they’are coming in contact | 
with people who are lost and who | 


may never, never have another 
opportunity to be thrown in con- 


tact with those who know the gos- | 


pel, and thus, may never have 


| her home. 


another opportunity to receive sal- | 


vation and be saved forever from | 
a burning Hell. Every Christian 


| 


as I got out of the car my young- 
est daughter came running to me 
saying: “Daddy, Daddy, something | 


to him—even though I lived just 
across the street and although I 
knew the gospel that would save 


awful has happened across the| his soul, he went out into eternity, 


street. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts were 


| Perhaps never really having had 


sitting out there when you left. | _an opportunity to trust Christ as 


Then Mr. Roberts got up and went | his personal Saviour. 


into the house. 


loud, and then Mrs. 
inside. 
ing 


When she got into the liv- | 
room, she screamed. 


After a little while the 
doctor came. I walked over there 


erts lying on the living room floor. 


and peeked in and I saw Mr. Rob- | 


needs to think seriously upon this | He must be very sick.” 


matter. Day after day as we walk 
along :life’s way, at the office; 


| 


| 


in | and speak to them and was about 


the factory; in the course of our | 


travels; at school; or while we 
shop or chat with our neighbors, 
we are constantly being put in 
touch with people who do not 
know God. It may well be that 
many of these people have never 
before had an opportunity to 


| 


I thought that I should go over 


to do so when the ambulance 
drove up in front of their door. 
Some men climbed out and took 
a stretcher into the house. I felt 
then that perhaps I would only be 
in the way and so thought that I 
would be able to call at the hos- 


pital since they were taking him 


really talk with a person who| away, when suddenly, I saw the. 


knew God. 
will never have another oppor- 
tunity again, and so that means 
we must be careful to take advan- 
tage of every opportunity that 
comes our way. How earnestly 
we must pray that the Spirit of 
God will keep us on the alert to 


such opportunities, and make us| 


ready to speak to those who do 
not know our blessed Saviour. To 
my dying day I shall never forget 
an experience I had while I was 
pastor in Dallas, Texas. One 
Wednesday evening I was about 
to leave home for the prayer meet- 
ing, and so I bade farewell to Mrs. 
Wells, who had to remain at home 


| 


It may be that they | stretcher being brought out of the 


door and I realized that I would 


never have the opportunity of | they spoke to the Saviour, 
speaking to Mr. Roberts again be- | 


cause the sheet was pulled over 
his head and I knew that he had 
gone on into eternity. I shall 
never forget how I felt, because | 
I realized that although I had lived 
there for some two years, I had | 
never spoken 


to my neighbor | 


across the street about his soul. I | 
discovered later that he had been | 


a Catholic and that he had never | 


trusted Christ as his personal 
Saviour. Yes, I was busy. 


| 


I was | 


the pastor of a church, president | 
of a Bible Institute, busy in Bible ' 


Oh, may 


After he had been | God help us Christians to be more 
in there for awhile, he cried out | concerned 


about those around 


Roberts ran | | about us and to realize the fact 


that thousands upon thousands of 


Then | people are passing our way who 
the neighbors began to run into| may never, 


never have another 
opportunity to trust. Christ or to 
even hear the gospel if we do not 
speak and tell them what we 
know. From the depths of my 
‘heart I pray that God will cause 
those who read these words to buy 
up every opportunity, to talk to 
those with whom they come in 
contact about the saving, and the 
keeping, and the satisfying power 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is yet another reason why 
Jesus talked to that sinful woman, 
and that was: 


IV. Because of His Love and 
Compassion for Sinners 

When the disciples came back, 
saying, 
“Master, eat.” 

“But he said unto them, I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of” 
(John 4:31,32). He said: “There 
is something more important te 
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Me than eating; something that 
satisfies Me more than anything 
else in this world, ...’ and He was 
referring to the privilege of per- 
sonally dealing with this poor, lost 
Sinner about her need for salva- 
tion. When Jesus had an oppor- 
tunity to talk to a soul, nothing 
else mattered. Everything else 
was insignificant and unimportant. 


Then with burdened heart He 
turned to His disciples and said: 
“Say not ye, There are yet four 
months, and then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to har- 
vest” (John 4:35). 

In effect Jesus said, “You dis- 
ciples are concerned about a fu- 
ture harvest to be sure; you are 
interested in a harvest that is 


many months away, and in the| 
meantime, you are occupied with | 
But oh, I say unto | 
you that the harvest is not four) 


other things. 


months away. Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields, for they 
are white already to harvest. The 
time for harvesting is not four 
months hence, but itis now! And 
it is more important to harvest 
those fields that are all ready than 
it is to do anything else in the 
world.” Over and over, again 
and again in the Bible we are told 
of the love of God and the love 
of Christ for sinners. 
that poor, sinful woman in her 
wretched condition, knowing that 
unless He told her of God’s plan 
of salvation, unless He warned her 
of her sin and pointed her to Him- 


Jesus sees | 


this afternoon. As she was walk- 
ing along one of the main street: 
in the City, she was singing out 
loud, so that others around her 
could hear, the beautiful chorus: 


“To be like Jesus, 
To be like Jesus, 

All I ask to be like Him, 

All through life’s journey 

From earth to glory; 

All I ask to be like Him.’ 

“As she finished singing it, a 
well-dressed, cultured woman 
touched her on the shoulder, and 
asked: ‘What’s that you’re sing- 
ing, honey? It sounds so very 
sweet. Would you mind singing it 
again?’ 

“And so the little Syrian girl 
Sang once again the words of the 
chorus, and as she did so, the tears 
began to fall down the cheeks of 
this cultured woman, and then she 
said: “To be like Jesus — that’s 
what I want. I want that more 
than anything else in the world. 
Can you tell me how I can be like 
Jesus?’ 

“The little girl. thought for a 
moment, and then said: ‘Well, 
yes,’ and although she didn’t know 
very much, she could tell the 
woman about some of the verses 
she had learned in Sunday School 
—For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’ (John 3:16). 

‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.’ 
(Acts 16:31). 


‘He that believeth on him is not 


whom to knowvaright is life eter- 
nal. 

If we have some of the love and 
compassion for sinners that so 
characterized our Saviour’s min- 


in their great need. We will firm- 
ly resolve that, come what may, 
we will put this business of win- 
ning the lost in first place in our 
lives. We will determine that eat- 


istry, we will not fail these people 


ing and drinking, sleeping and 


playing, and even working will all 
become secondary to the business 
of supreme importance—that of 
talking to others about our blessed 
Saviour. May God help us to 


do it! 
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self, she might be lost for time 
and eternity. He just could not 
help but talk to her. Nothing else | 


condemned: but he that believeth | Nationally known evangelist, editor and autho: ye a | 
not is condemned already, because | , it JounR Rict DDtinD 
he hath not believed in the name | 


mattered at that moment but to 
tell one poor woman of God’s pro- 
vision for eternal life. 
Jesus sees a poor, lost sinner, His 


When | 


'have to do is believe.’ 


heart goes out to that sinner with | 


an overwhelming compassion, a 
consuming desire to help that sin- 
ner turn from his wicked ways, 
and live by the grace of God. If 
my. *-who are sinners saved by the 

wice of God, have even a little 
of the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; if we are like Him at all, 
we will want to go to others and 
tell them about His matchless sav- 
ing grace and power. We will 
want to offer our bodies as living 
sacrifices in order that we may 
have the privilege of telling poor, 
lost people that a Saviour is wait- 
ing to save them from sin. Many 
people are hungry-hearted, and 
are longing to have someone tell 
them about Jesus and His power 
to save. 


When I held a meeting in 
Wichita, Kansas, sometime ago, 
one of the pastors knocked on the 
door of my hotel room late one 
evening after I had retired, and 
said that he had something to tell 
me that would interest me greatly. 
Then he said: “We have a little 
sixteen-year-old Syrian girl in our 
church. She doesn’t know very 
much about the things of the Lord. 
She hasn’t been saved very long. 
She had an interesting experience 
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of the only begotten Son of God.’ 
“Upon hearing these verses, the 
woman said: ‘Oh, I know, all I 
The little 
girl said, ‘Yes, that’s the way I 
came to Jesus.’ 
“Then the woman 


' there anything to hinder me from 


settling it now?’ 

“To which the little girl replied: 
‘Not at all:’ and so, the two of 
them got down on their knees to- 
gether right on that main street, 
and the woman passed from death 
unto life through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Oh, friends, there are many 
hungry hearts— people who are 
longing to be told about Jesus. 
They are dissatisfied with them- 
selves, and in many cases, with the 
false religions they have been fol- 
lowing.. They are longing for 
something that will surely satisfy 
—something that will meet the 
real longings of their souls. If we 
will be faithful in talking to them, 
and in taking advantage of the 
opportunities that are afforded us 
so many, many times every day 
of our life, hundreds of these 
people may be brought to Jesus 
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During 24 years of pastoral, evangelistic and editorial work, 
Dr. Rice has been confronted with troubled folk of both sexes 
and all ages, in private conversation, in letters by the score, 
and in forums, with questions on courtship and petting, prob- 
lems of child discipline, family altar, birth control and other 
marriage problems. Finding almost no material written on 
such subjects from a Christian and Biblical viewpoint, Dr. Rice 
was greatly burdened to write a handbook on the home, to 
answer these questions and others. After much prayer and 
years of preparation, he presents his latest book, “THE HOME: 
Courtship, Marriage, and Children.” 


Young people, engaged couples, young married people and 
older well established families may profit ‘by the instruction of 
these chapters. Pastors and Christian workers will find it in- 
dispensible in counselling questioning youth. ‘The book, given 


as a wedding gift, will put many marriages on a firmer Chris- 
tian basis. 


This is a Christian guide showing the basis pf a\happy mar- 
riage and home. In the most delicate chapters of ‘the book, 
there is nothing questionable, nothing unchaste or wiehristian. 
Devoted and widely known pastors and other Christiafs, after 
careful examination, all insisted that these chapters be includ- 
ed, since nowhere else could Christian people find in print rev- 
erent Bible teaching on the sacred duties and privileges of 
marriage and the home. Destined to change lives, to"lead many 
to Christ, to cause thousands of people to start the family 
altar. READ OVER THE TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR DE- 
TAILS OF MATERIAL COVERED. 


DR. H. A. IRONSIDE says: “In this volume Dr. Rice speaks as a 
pastoral counsellor on questions that many ministers studiously avoid. 
He is both scriptural and practical. A careful consideration of many 
of its chapters, coupled with a sincere desire to practice the truth 
therein set forth, might save many a family from shipwreck. ® 

“While Dr. Rice is always frank and straightforward, he is not rude or 
vulgar. No one will find his or her sensibilities offended by what is 
here set forth plainly on subjects which are often. considered taboo 
among modest people.” 


REV. J. C. MACAULAY, Pastor Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, 
Illinois, says: “. . . The author rebukes sin fearlessly and even scath- 
ingly and applies Biblical principles as he understands them without 
hesitation and right to the hilt. This is both startling and refreshing 
in a day largely given to half-way measures and softening of issues. 
At the same time there are chapters so tender that one cdn scarcely 
read them without a lump in the throat and tears in the eyes ... 


“The best commentary on the author's thesis is his own home. This 
reviewer would suggest that the author is very modest in Wis refer- 
ences to his family. A man whose six daughters are such happy, true 
Christians has a right to a hearing on the questions discussed in his 
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